Minutes of the 

Yellowstone River Compact Commission

Technical Committee Discussions

Holiday Inn of the Waters

Thermopolis, WY

April 12, 2006
1. Introductions

The meeting began at 1:45 p.m.  Introductions were made and a signup sheet was sent around (attached).  No additions were made to the agenda.  Sue Lowry gave an overview of what tasks are before the Technical Committee and why the Commission established the Technical Committee.  Pat Tyrrell welcomed the group to Thermopolis.

2. Hydrological information from various sources:

US Geological Survey

Kirk Miller had a handout of longer term gages in the Wyoming portions of the basins tributary to the Yellowstone River to give a historical context of the March streamflows.  A request was made to provide box charts next year to help with the problem of the average numbers in Little Powder River basin where a couple of high flow events can skew the average.  Kirk also had information on deviation from mean for the period of record for several Wyoming gage sites.
Wayne Berkas provided a handout of information on Montana key gages with bar graphs of the period of record and flows for this water year so far. 
Natural Resources Conservation Service

Roy Kaiser had handouts summarizing the snow accumulations in the basin.

National Weather Service

Sally Springer presented a power point (attached) of the precipitation received thus far in the water year.  Discussion was held on the longer term forecasts and the variables that are used by the NWS in making these 30-60 day plus forecasts for precipitation and temperature.
Bureau of Reclamation

Scott Guenthner reported that Bull Lake, Boysen, Buffalo Bill and Yellowtail Reservoirs storage amounts are above last year.  All are forecast to fill except Yellowtail.  Yellowtail should fill to about 70% of capacity, but the instream flow release from the reservoir will be higher this year than during the drought years.

3. Forecasts and runoff estimates

Roy handed out a summary of the forecasts based on April 1 conditions.
4. Reservoir operations and storage information in both states
Bill Knapp noted that the private reservoirs on the east side of the Bighorns are coming into this year with more carryover than in 2004.  The rains last spring enabled these facilities to fill, and he is hopeful that the reservoirs will fill this year during runoff.  Jack noted that the Committee is now getting more sophisticated with the water supply piece of the water budget.  We don’t have an equal amount of information on the demand side yet.  Perhaps the joint state study, if funded, would provide the resources to gather more of the demand data.  

Pat noted that some of these data are available for the larger diversion facilities in Wyoming through their Water Planning Program.
Keith Kerbel suggested that the Powder River basin irrigators are changing their traditional irrigation regime to include more fall irrigation.  If Wyoming were to give an overview presentation of the diversion data and descriptions available in the Water Plans to the Technical Committee, Keith would be interested in Wyoming focusing on the mainstem Tongue River.  Montana would also be interested in the operation of Lake deSmet.  
5. Request from Commission to review bar charts in Annual Report and adjust period of record for each gage

Wayne directed the Technical Committee to the bar graphs that have been shown in the Annual Report for a number of years.  The Committee agreed that the monthly bar chart portion should show:  this year, last year, and the 30 year average.  A separate period of record, annual bar chart should be added below the monthly bar chart and include a line showing the average flow.  
6.  Coalbed Natural Gas Discussion

i. Montana Bureau of Mines information

Keith handed out a draft report of the state line drawdown monitoring wells review.  The Bureau of Mines sponsors an annual conference that will be held June 4 and focus on this report at that conference.  Most of the wells have been drilled in the last 5 years.  Spacing of wells is about 1 per township.  Jason Whiteman mentioned that the Northern Cheyenne also has 8 monitor wells on their reservation.  These wells were drilled in the last 3 years.  
ii. Development numbers since last Commission meeting

Sue handed out a summary table of reservoir applications and permits by basin in the Tongue, Powder and Little Powder River basins.  A separate bar chart shows the groundwater wells that have been permitted for CBM.  
Pat also described that enforcement action has been taken against an operator in the Powder River basin who did not have reservoirs in compliance with SEO permits.  Wyoming is continuing with their inspection program to visit wells and reservoirs to assure their compliance with their reservoir or groundwater permits. 
Sue mentioned that the Wyoming DEQ will be completing their response to the questions that Jack raised after review of the past Commission meeting.  
iii. CBNG Task Force created by Wyoming 2006 Legislature

Sue handed out copies of the bill that established the Task Force to look at produced water over the next two years.  The Governor has not yet named all of the at-large members named in the legislation.  The Task Force will likely hold their initial meeting in early May, 2006.
iv. Platte River pipeline study

At Governor Freundenthal’s request, a $500,000 allocation was made to review the feasibility of a pipeline to transport produced water from the Powder River CBM development to the Platte River basin.  Wyoming Water Development Commission will be taking the lead on this study.  The feasibility study should take a look at any compact effects.  Montana noted that they do not agree that the compact only deals with surface water and that surface water and groundwater need to be managed as a unified resource.
v.

Montana Environmental Review Board actions

Art Compton described the recent nondegradation actions that the Montana Board of Environmental Review has taken.  The change included moving from a narrative standard to a numeric one for SAR and EC.  Region 8 now has the standards under review.  Wyoming has requested EPA not approve.
7. Wyoming’s budget request and approval for joint study

Jack is suggesting that now is the time to start scoping out what can really be accomplished with a $200,000 study to look at water uses in the basins.  Hopefully the two states can agree upon the objective types of data required.  There are also the institutional, political realities that need to be recognized and thought through as to how they will be addressed in the study.  Jack named Chuck Dalby as Montana’s representative to scope out the plan of work for the joint study.
8. Potential Abandoned Mine Lands project—coal seam fire

Sue alerted the rest of the Commission that a proposal is being discussed through Wyoming’s Abandoned Mine Land program for dousing a coal seam fire that has been burning in the Sheridan area for a number of years.  The magnitude of water may be such that it could only be done during an above average snowpack year.  A consulting firm in Laramie is working on a more detailed proposal.
9. Report of meeting highlights and recommendations to Commission meeting 4/13/06
The report should be concise and touch on all of the topics that have been discussed today that are on the full Commission agenda.  As several items are now to be discussed in more detail during the Technical Committee meeting, the next Commission meeting agenda may be less detailed.
10. Set next meeting

The 2 states will be meeting and getting the scope for the joint study fleshed out, so the Technical Committee may want to meet the day before the fall, 2006 Commission meeting to review that scope and discuss CBM activities.  Alternatively, the more detailed CBM update could only occur at the spring Commission meeting when a full Technical Committee will be held.  Bill Horak will check to see if the powerpoints and handouts from the Technical Committee meeting can be hosted on the Yellowstone Commission’s website.  All presenters were asked to send the files of their presentations to Sue by mid-April.
11. The meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m.
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